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Debate over the controversial issue of ejido (communal farmlands) reform has been stepped up in
the wake of President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's promise to "modify" the status of ejidos. The ejido
sector consists of 28,000 units covering 1.05 million sq.km. The president is reportedly motivated to
push ejidos as far as possible toward privatization as a means to cushion Mexican agriculture from
the potentially devastating effects of the free trade agreement with the US and Canada. Specifically,
reforms would make "the internal organization of ejidos more flexible" and would "allow free
association between [ejido members] and the private sector in order to attract [investment] capital."
On Oct. 10, Maximiliano Silerio Esparza, leader of the National Campesino Confederation (CNC),
said those who work the land should own it. Silerio Esparza added that he agreed with Salinas on
the need for legislative reforms to clarify the role, rights and responsibilities of private enterprise
in the countryside. The CNC is affiliated with the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).
Reform advocates say campesinos lack incentive to invest under the ejido system. They argue that
investment on ejido lands will occur only if persons who farm the land have ownership titles. Some
farm organizations and scholars say the solution to low productivity on ejido lands is more low-cost
government loans made available to ejido members, rather than changing the ejido's institutional
status. Other groups, including the CNC, are sympathetic to the idea of renting or selling ejido land
use rights. The latter would translate to a shift toward privatization, without eliminating the ejido
altogether. (Sources: El Financiero, La Jornada, 10/10/91)
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